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good friday

AT matins

In 1 nocturn

Reading
Lamentations2: 8-15; 3: 1-9
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restrained not his hand from destroying;  he caused rampart
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A | |

C - PR 9

—R o & o a ._._=—._!_=|
have sunk into the ground ; he has ruined and broken her bars ;

A | I

'_. a0 ca " a—a |

rl—l' -

her king and princes are among the na-tions ; the law is no more,



2 Good Friday At Vespers 19
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and her prophets obtain no vision from the Lord.  lod. The Little Chapter 1 Peter 1:18-21
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| from the dead and gave him glo-ry. Your faith and hope, then,

—

are centered in God.

-

|
¥ QOnm . ~ —
-.n—nillnu " 7:

“ Whereisbread and wine ?’  asthey faint like wounded men




18 Holy Saturday

AT sext
Little Chapter 1 John2:1b-2
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W E have, in the presence of the Father, Jesus Christ,
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not just for our sinsonly, but for those of the whole world.

At Matins 3
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they have not exposed your in- i-qui-ty  to excite you to penance,
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4 Good Friday
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en-vel-oped me with bitterness and tri-bu-la-tion.  Beth. He

At Lauds 17
AT LAUDS
Little Chapter Hosea 5: 15b-16: 2
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our wounds. He will revive us af- ter two days; on the third
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day hewill raiseusup, tolivein his pres-ence.



16 Holy Saturday

life | once breathed into you. See there the marks of the blows |
received in order to refashion your warped nature in my image. On
my back see the marks of the sourging | endured to remove the bur-
den of sin that weighs upon your back. See my hands, nailed firmly
to a tree, for you who once wickedly stretched out your hand to a
tree.

| dept on the cross and a sword pierced my side for you who dept
in paradise and brought forth Eve from your side. My side has healed
the pain in yours. My deep will rouse you from your deep in hell.
The sword that pierced me has sheathed the sword that was turned
againgt you.

Rise, let usleave thisplace. The enemy led you out of the earthly
paradise. | will not restore you to that paradise, but | will enthrone
you in heaven. | forbade you the tree that was only a symbol of life,
but see, | who am lifeitself am now onewith you. | appointed cheru-
bim to guard you as daves are guarded, but now | make them wor-
ship you as God. The throne formed by cherubim awaits you, its
bearers swift and eager. The bridal chamber is adorned, the banquet
ready, the eternal dwelling places are prepared, the treasure houses
of all good things lie open. The kingdom of heaven has been pre-
pared for you from al eternity.

INn ill nocturn
Reading
Hebrews 4: 1-13

At Matins 5
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6 Good Friday

In il nocturn
Reading
From the Catecheses by Saint John Chrystostom, bishop
(Cat. 3:13-19: SC 50:174-177)
The power of Christ’sblood

F we wish to understand the power of Christ’s blood, we should

go back to the ancient account of its prefiguration in Egypt.
Sacrifice alamb without blemish, commanded Moses, and sprinkle
its blood on your doors. If wewereto ask what he meant, and how
the blood of an irrationa beast could possibly save men endowed
with reason, his answer would be that the saving power liesnot in the
blood itself, but in the fact that it is a Sign of the Lord's blood. In
those days, when the destroying angel saw the blood on the doors he
did not dare to enter, so how much less will the devil approach now
when he sees, not that figurative blood on the doors, but the true
blood on the lips of the believers, the doors of the temple of Christ.

If you desire further proof of the power of this blood, remember
where it came from, how it ran down from the cross, flowing from
theMaster’ sside. The gospd recordsthat when Christ was dead, but
still hung on the cross, a soldier came and pierced his side with a
lance and immediately there poured out water and blood. Now the
water was a symbol of baptism and the blood, of the holy eucharist.
The soldier pierced the Lord's side, he breached the wall of the sa-
cred temple, and | have found the treasure and made it my own. So
also with the lamb : the Jews sacrificed the victim and | have been
saved by it.

There flowed from his side water and blood. Beloved, do not pass
over this mystery without thought ; it has yet another hidden mean-
ing, which | will explain to you. | said that water and blood symbol-
ized baptism and the holy eucharist. From these two sacraments the
Churchisborn : from baptism, the cleansing water that givesrebirth
and renewal through the Holy Spirit, and from the holy eucharist.
Since the symbols of baptism and the eucharist flowed from his side,
it was from his side that Christ fashioned the Church, as he fashioned
Eve from the side of Adam. Moses gives ahint of thiswhen he tells
the story of the first man and makes him exclam : Bone from my
bone and flesh frommy flesh! AsGod then took arib from Adam’s

At Tenebrae 15

In il nocturn
Reading
From an ancient homily on Holy Saturday
(PG 43:439.462-463)
TheLord descendsinto hell

Omething strange is happening—thereis agreat silence on earth

today, a great silence and stillness. The whole earth keeps si-
lence because the King is adeep. The earth trembled and is till
because God has fallen aslegp in the flesh and he has raised up all
who have dept ever since theworld began. God hasdied in theflesh
and hell trembles with fear.

He has gone to search for our first parents, as for a lost sheep.
Gresatly desiring to visit those who live in darkness and in the shadow
of death, he has gone to free from sorrow the captives Adam and
Eve, he who is both God and the son of Eve. The Lord approached
them bearing the cross, the weapon that had won him the victory. At
the sight of him Adam, the first man he had created, struck his breast
in terror and cried out to everyone : * My Lord be with you dl.’
Chrigt answered him : * And with your spirit.” He took him by the
hand and raised him up, saying : * Awake, O deeper, and rise from
the dead, and Christ will give you light. ’

| am your God, who for your sake have become your son. Out of
love for you and for your descendants | now by my own authority
command al who are held in bondage to come forth, all who are in
darknessto be enlightened, all who are deeping to arise. | order you,
O deeper, to awake. | did not create you to be held aprisoner in hell.
Risefrom the dead, for | am thelife of thedead. Riseup, work of my
hands, you who were created in my image. Rise, let us leave this
place, for youareinmeand | aninyou; together we form only one
person and we cannot be separated.

For your sake, your God, became your son; |, the Lord, took the
form of adave; |, whose homeis above the heavens, descended to
the earth and beneath the earth. For your sake, for the sake of man, |
became like a man without help, free among the dead. For the sake
of you, who left agarden, | was betrayed to the Jewsin agarden, and
| was crucified in agarden.

See on my face the spittle | received in order to restore to you the
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the Lord your God.

At Matins 7

side to fashion awoman, so Christ has given us blood and water from
his side to fashion the Church. God took the rib when Adam wasin
a deep deep, and in the same way Christ gave us the blood and the
water after his own death.

Do you understand, then, how Christ has united his bride to him-
self and what food he gives us all to eat ? By one and the same food
we are both brought into being and nourished. As a woman nour-
ishes her child with her own blood and milk, so does Christ unceas-
ingly nourish with his own blood those to whom he himsdlf has given
life.

In ill nocturn
Reading

Hebrews 9 : 11-28



Good Friday

Little Chapt

AT LAUDS

er | saiah 52:13-15
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Reading Lamentations 3 : 22-30;
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